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27.5.57. TAUN1UN, SOMERSET: 

At 11.30 n..m. on 27th May, Mr, K.c. Solomons, a television 
engineer, was standing by his van when he saw an unusual object 
in the sky. When f'irst seen it was hovering and appeared as a 
shnrply outlined black silhouette. It then moved of'f', gathering 
speed rapidly, n.nd f'innlly clisappenred :rrom view behind some 

.. houses when travelling in a north-westerly direction. In the 
course of' this manoeuvre it ref'lected the sunlight nnd glinted 
brightly. I\11:-. Solomons estimated its maxirrrum speed to be about 
one and a half' times that of' a jet plane, and its distance as 
n.bout a quarter of' n. mile. The n.ppnrent size of the object was 
that of a pea held n.t arms length. It was a bright, sunny dey 
and reasonably cloudy with a slight v-dnd. 

13.5.57. NOTTINGHL\M: 

Ivlnny people watching the eclipse of' the moon saw reysterious 
. lights crossing the sky. At West :&idgeford Mr. & Mrs. J .G. 

Whitmore saw two White lights travel across the sky at 10.30 
p�m. "There was n.bout a 20 second interval between them, but 
we could hear no sound whatsoever." sn.id Mrs� Whitmore, "and 
we were puzzled as to whn.t they could be." 

A resident in Sherwood, Nottingham, conf'irmed seeing a white 
and a red light passing across the sky :rrom the north to the 
south about 10.30 p.m. 

. At Tollerton, a Canadian who saw red and white lights, at 
f'irst put it dovm to n.n aircraf't returning to "T;-7ymeswold with its 
engines switched of'f' • He saw the lights, which appeared about 

.. the snme time the other people saw them, disappear in the 
direction of' Bunny. 

These do not appenr to be the only extraardinnry lights seen 
durii1[3 the eclipse, for an hour later, about ll.30, an Evening 
Nev7s reporter saw one bright light travelling across the sky 
ft-om north to south. He hn.d been watching the eclipse through 
field glasses and wn.s scaruri.ng the sky -vvhen he sn.w what he 
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thought at :first was a shooting star. Its speed by com- • pro:-ison with shooting stars, however, was dead slow, 

At the same time, Mr-s. e.G. Herrett, of 5 Chnrlbury Road, 
Radf'ord, and her son also saw tvvo strange lights :flash 

across the sky, "They looked more like the ends of search­
light beruns, but there was no signs o:f the beams." Mrs. 

Herrett said. "We n.ssmned they were planes at very 'great 
height.. I saw something very much the same about two years 
ago, but on that occasion there was some cloud in the sky." 

13. 5, 57.. NEWCi'J3TLE-uNDER-LYME, ST.t1FFORDSHIRE. -

Between 11,30 p.m. and midnight a yellowish-white object, 
which appeared to be the size o:f the head of a matchstick at 
arms length, was seen in the sky aver Ashton-under-Lyroe. It 
travelled steadily for nbout a minute, stopped still, and 
then shot o:ff to the nort.h-east nnd disappeared in the 
distance. It was a very clear night with no wind, and the 
object appeared as a bright star with a sharp outline. 
There was no s Olll1.d.. 

· 

The observer 1;rishes to remain anonymous, but the sighting 
wn.s investigated and reported by Mr. Gavin Gibbons, B.F.S.B. 

ResearchRepresentative at Shrevrsb�. 

B.F.S.B. EVJJLUATTON: 

In general these sightings suggest Bri tamri.a aircra:Ct on 
test :flights. These aeroplm1.es nre exceptionn.J.Jy quiet in 
:flight, n:nd have enrned the name "whispering giants". They 
are :fitted with brilliant landing lights which come on 
automaticn.lly whenever the flaps are lowered!" Normally this 
only occurs at take-off and landing, but flap tests may :form 
pnrt of a test :flight programme. The engines are throttled 
back and unless the observer is well situated and sharp of 
hearing they will not be heard. 

However, the newspaper reporter :from the Nottingham 
''Evening Nev-,rs " ,  from whom we have received a confidential 
report, -was equipped vvi th binoculars capable of revealing 
an a:ircraf't. 
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1 •• 57. HEAUCOURT-stJR-IANDRE, .tu'ITENS. 

People in the village of' Beaucourt-sur-LDll.dre, near .Amiens, 
in northern France, say that n. flying saucer landed on a nearby 
road last night nnd that f'our little men dressed in grey were on 
bonrd. .!ill proof' they pointed to tracks on the road surface and a 
black lava-like substance. Six people, including the rnilway 
station watchman n.nd his wif'e, made statements. They snid the 
saucer was of' a reddish colour nnd that after it took of'f' it 
hovered. far several. minutes before disappearing• · 

Michel Sekete� a 29-yenr old Hungnrian refugee, said he was 
cycling home when he was dazzled by a strange projectile. He hid 

·behind a telegraph pole and saw four little men walldng along the 
road. He came out of hiding D..Ild had just reached his bicycle when, 
as he told the police "the f'our little men c�e towards me in a 
threatening marmer. He pednlled tcmnrds the railwny station shout­
ing to the watchman: "Let me in quickly. A flying saucer has 
landed and I am being attacked." 

This morning the police examined the tracks of the lava-like 
substance. They made a report, but no statement. Reuter. 

At the conclusion of the investigation by the police the 
mayor nnnonnced the official explanation that Se!cete had in f'act 
seen a lantern carried by a woman on her way home. The Reuter 
account of' the incident quoted above is precise and detailed., and 
the Meyor' s "explnnation" ignores the details completely. It is 
hard to imagine how six people could concoct such a· story in good 
faith from so :f!amiliar an object as a hand lantern. 

The details of this report contain nothing at vnriance with 
the experiences of' other observers. The blo.ck lava-like substance 
le:rt on the road recalls to mind a landing which took place at 
Southend-on-sea on October 14th, 1954. This was very :fully 
investigated far B.F.S.B. by Mr. Alexander s. Jennings, and a 
distinguishing feature was discolour-ation of' the road. There were 
dark patches where the object had rested, which on examination 
proved to be neither oilmr grease. 

1.5.57. COVERACK, CORNWALL: 

At ll.30 a.m. on lst Mey :Mr. :&ic Pengilly was delivering 
letters when he saw a dome shaped object flying slowly f'rom west 
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to east. It appeared to be about the size o� a halfpenny 
held at arms length. It was sharply outlined and was 
re�lecting the sunlight, glinting like gold as it appeared 
and disappeared among the trees� 

The vvind was blowing f'rom ENE at 10-15 knots. The 
object made no sound. It moved slmvly across wind �or 
about ten minutes. \lhen it reached the coast just north 
of Manacle Point it tipped to an angle o� 45° and shot up­
yro.rds at that nngle; climbing much :faster than a jet until 
it disappeared :rrom vievf. 

I�. Pe:ngilly, who is now a postrrum, :formerly served in 
the Royal Navy as a petty of'f'icer, and has b een trained in 
aircraf't recognition. 

Enquiries at the Royal .Ai:r Force Station, St. Mawgan, 
revealed that no Service aircraf't were in the air in that 
area at that time. 

1.5.57. SAO PAU.OO, RRAZTI.: 

At 9.30 p.m. a small oval object, red in colaur;J "V:{DE> seen 
:f'or about f'our minutes climbing slaw·ly to the north east ·o� 
the city, at an estimated altitude o� 61000 �t. Its general 
behaviour suggests a balloon, apart £ram the f'aot that it was 

self' luminous. 

Half' an hour later two much larger objects were seen to 
the south drif'ting slavvly on a south easterly course. They 
had nn intense blue-phospherescent gleam, and af'ter hovering 
�or one or two minutes they climbed in a jUIIg? and flew to the 
east on a horizontal course. 

16.6.57� BRISTOL: 

Between midnight and one a.rn. on the morning of the 16th 
of' June Miss Vanessa Knewstub was lying awake and watching 
the slow movement of the stars n.s they passed her window. 
At 12.47 a.m. ( she checked the time) a smnll bright object 
came in sight at the top of the window ( elevation 30°) and 
�ell slowly until it disappeared at nn elevn.tion of 15°. 
It was- the same colour as the stars·,· ·but larger. It was in 
view :f'or approx.i.mately a second - rather a long tL"'Ile for a 
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.eor to-travel 15°. At the time the object was assessed 
as probably being of an astronomical nature, but it was 
seen again under identical circumstances on the night of' 19th 
June about ll p.m.. In each case the bearing was approximately 
south west of Avonmouth. 

18s;6.57. Evening -WOLVERHAMPTON: 

At 9.45 p.m. on the evening of the 18th June Miss Ann ' 
Paul ton wns walking with her boy fi-iend in a road o:r:r Bee Lane 
at Bushbury Hill when she saw un object in the sky which she 
described us a sort of saucer shape and glowing. "It. went over 
in a straight 1�.ne towards Stafford, and we could see it for 
about half a rni:rmte. Certainly it did not look like a plane. 
The object was quite large and high up." The object was oval 
in shape, orange-red in colour, and travelling in a straight 
line. Af'ter a few seconds it seemed to gain height, nnd then 
disappeared suddenly in a northerly direction. The day had been 
very hot, and it was u fine evening vd th a very clear sky. 

Investigated by B.F.S.B. Representative ut 
Staf'f'ard, 1fr. Wilf"red Daniels. 

· 18.6.57. GAILEY, STAFFS: 

At 9.30 in the evening 1-Jr. L. &oomhall saw a silver 
cylinder moving slowly on a north-westerly course (330°). 
After about 15 minutes it changed course by 90° to approximately 
north east (60°). Yfuen changing course it followed a curved 
path, and after remaining stationnry far tvvo to three minutes it 
proceeded on a north-easterly course for ten minutes. :rvrr. 
&oomhall estimates its speed at between 30 and 50 M.P.H., and 
its height at betvreen 5,000 and 10,000 feet. 

The object was also observed by Mrs. Elizabeth Hooley of' 
Gailey be�7een 9.15 p.IT4 and 10.0 o'clock. She supplies the 
additional information that it was station� between 9.30 and 
9.15. Vlhen she last saw it at 10 o'clock it was travelling 
north west, which agrees closely with :Mr. Broomhall' s 
observation. They both agree that the appnrent size was twice 
that of a sixpence held at arm's length. 

Investigated by B.F.S.B. Representative at 
"Stafford, Mr. Wilfred Daniels:. 
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18.6.57� STAFFORD: 

Mrs. G. Pennells and her daughter June sav..r n. cyliruirical 
object in the sky on two occasions: _:first at 9.15 p.m. and 
then later, at 9.45. On the :first appenrnnoe it was silvery 
gold in colour and its brightness wn.s comporable with that 
of the moon: the second object was slightly less bright but 
m<Fe orn.nge in colour. When first seen the object seemed 
to have a blunt nose which glowed slightly. The second 
object was seen about twenty minutes after the :first object 
had disappeored. This was more orange in coloUr and moved 

• 

ut great speed down the sky ini tinlly. Their speed was aboout 
that of a piston cngincd aircraft, later slowing down. The 
clistance of the :first object was estimated at between hnl:f 
a mile and a mile, and the serond object at less than half 
a mile. 

Investigated by B.P.S.B. Represe:utat�ve at 
Sta:ff'ord, Mr-. Ylilf'red Dn.niels. 

19.6.57. STAFFORD: 

Mrs. M. Wilkes, a civil servant, was cleaning 'r.indovvs 
at approx. 8.30 on the evening o:f the 19th June when her 
attention was attrn.cted by o. large bright object in· the sky 
to the north west. It was an hour bcf'ore sunset, and the 
object appeared us a greyish rectangle projecting from the 
underside of u cloud, above the setting sun. It 'did not 
move during the ten minutes thn.t Mrs. Wilkes had it under 
observation, nnd she heard no sound. 

Investigated by B. F. S. B. Rep-.cesentative at 
Staff'crd, Mr. Wil:rred Dnniels. 

20.6.57. STAFFORD: 

On the night of' June 20th Miss Lornn. Hognn, o:f St. 
Josephs Convent, Stafford, was wn.tching a television 
lecture on the night sky. At about 10.50, after the lecture 
she went on to the roof' o:f the convent to verify what the 
lecturer hud been saying nbout Saturn. It was not really 
dnr� and what she thought was Saturn was very bright, nnd 
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�in the southwest. She was a little astonished ut the 
pos ition and was going in to check up vvhen to her 
o.maz ement the "planet" s tarted to move ! It travelled 
parnllel to the horizon and apparently towards Shrewsbury 1 
quite s lowly, n.nd after about half' n. minute it went into 
s ome law cloud. In all she watched it :for about :five 
minutes"" There was no s 0und. 

Inves tigated by B.F. S.B. Representative at 
Sta:f':rord, Mt-. Wilfred Daniels. 

25.6.57. WOLVERHA.MPTON: 

It was a clenr, fine evening and at 9.45 Mr. E. Day 
saw a round red object in the sky like a football,. The 
object was moving when he firs t saw it, and it continued 
to move in a southerly direction� Its speed was consis tent 
with an aircro.ft, but it accelerated rapidly n.s it dis­
appcnred :from sight. It wn.s travelling agains t the wind. 

Mrs . Bullock, o:f Bilston wrote "I, too, happened to 
sec the s trange object in the sky on Tues®y night about 
9�45. I have never s een o_nythir:J[; like it before. I can't 
think it was a bnlloon. " 

Mr. P. Thatcher o:f WeCines field wrote: "The object s een 
over Penn on Tues day evening n.t 9.4-5 was nlso seen by :rrw 
neighbour nnd mys elf. It was a meteorite which flared 
brilliant]y :from overhead nnd ap-peared to burn itself out 
over Gailey wn.y. 

The interes ting pnrt to my mind was that it left o. 
trail similar to a vapour trail left by an aircraft." 

It is evident that Mr. Thatcher nnd his friend did not 
see the srunc object that Mr. Day s aw: not only nre the 
des criptions totally different but they Yverc travelling in 
opposite directions. 

This s ighting was reported in the Ylolverha.mpton 
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" Express & Stnr" n.nd len.c1 to some correspondence. 

Investigated by B.F. S.B. Representative at 
Sta:r:ror� Mr. Vlil:fr�d Danicls. 

• 


